102                          PHILIP AUGUSTUS                       CHAP.
the enemy. A moment later the king put on his
armour, and with glad face "no less than if he had been
bidden to a wedding" leapt upon his horse. "A tall
man upon a great steed!J he rode along his ranks, and
thus he spoke: "Let us hasten to succour our companions.
God will not be wroth with us that we fight on His
holy day. for no fault was it counted to the Maccabees
that they repelled their enemies on the Sabbath. Yea
rather does the day befit us, the friends of Him to
Whom ever on this day the whole Church makes supplica-
tion." Then he rode forward to the front rank, "where
no man stood between him and the foe." The advance-
guard of the enemy were driven back, and the French
troops formed up across the Boman road, their left
resting on the woody slope that protected Bouvines to
the north. Above them on slightly rising ground lay the
allied forces facing almost due south, their right nearest
the Mareq. They had marched in three divisions, and
so they formed themselves in battle array. To their
right was William Longsword with his men. Nest
came the men of Oudenarde, Hugh of Boves and his
mercenaries, and Reginald of Boulogne with his knights
and footmen. In the centre were ranged the infantry
of the Flemish towns, with behind them the horse and
foot of Brabant, and Otto with his German knights. To
the left was Ferrand with the chivalry of Flanders.
The French right was also all cavalry. Soissons sent
its contingent and the counts of Champagne, Mont-
morency, S. Pol, Beaumont, Melun, were there, and the
knights of Burgundy with duke Otto at their head. In
the midst was the infantry of the French communes
with the king's household guards; at the left men-at-